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PUBLISHER RESPONSE

We appreciate The Reading League’s thoughtful review and recognition of Benchmark Advance’s
alignment with the science of reading and evidence-based literacy practices. We value the time, expertise,
and professionalism dedicated to the evaluation. The review demonstrates how Benchmark Advance
“met” the criteria in all but one area.

/ CRITERIA MET \

Word Recognition Writing

Phonological & Phoneme Awareness Vocabulary

Phonics & Phonic Decoding Reading Comprehension
Language Comprehension Language Structures
Background Knowledge Handwriting

Verbal Reasoning Assessment (mostly met)

KFluency

The evaluation identifies key program features that consistently reflect high-quality instructional practices
reflected in The Reading League’s Curriculum Rubric. Following are some key highlights from the report.

Word Recognition
e Reviewers praised the student-facing videos provided for each high-frequency word, describing
them as exemplary models of practice.
e (learly structured scope and sequence, along with weekly spiral review and cumulative practice
opportunities.

Phonological & Phoneme Awareness

e Taught explicitly with a strong emphasis on phoneme-level skills. Phoneme awareness is taught as
a foundational reading skill and carefully assessed and monitored throughout the early grades.

e |essons provide clear modeling of sound-symbol correspondences, blending and segmenting
routines, and application in both reading and writing.

Phonics and Phonic Decoding

e Instruction provides explicit and systematic teaching of letter-sound correspondences, and
lessons are carefully sequenced and reinforced with oral practice and application in decoding and
encoding tasks.

e Phonics routines connect decoding and encoding with writing and language practice, linking
spelling patterns to authentic reading and writing activities.
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Fluency
e Fluency instruction prioritizes oral practice, modeling, and teacher feedback.
e Lessons incorporate choral reading, partner reading, and guided oral practice to ensure students
develop automaticity while maintaining comprehension.

Language and Reading Comprehension
e Alignment with Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and Spelling (LETRS) and the LETRS
lesson plan template is a notable strength of the program because it directly connects daily
instruction to research-based practices.
e Vocabulary instruction is embedded within rich, text-based lessons with Tier 2 words taught
explicitly, practiced across modalities, and reinforced over time.

riting
e (lear and consistent direct instruction in handwriting and integrates practice within authentic
reading and writing contexts.
e Writing instruction is integrated with reading, prompts are tied directly to anchor texts and unit
topics, requiring students to cite evidence, summarize, and extend understanding of what they
have read.

Assessment
e Weekly and Unit Assessments provide percentage bands that reflect student mastery of
standards and skills.
e Includes Foundational Skill Screener as well as skill-area specific Quick Checks.

Benchmark Education Company extends its sincere appreciation to The Reading League for its thorough
review of Benchmark Advance and the important work The Reading League continues to do in supporting
educators and improving literacy outcomes for all students. We also remain committed to continuous
improvement and innovation to ensure educators have access to comprehensive, high-quality resources.
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